
The Evidence of Being Born Again 

1 John 5:1-13 

 

John is pointing out in this passage that true Christians will display evidence of being God’s children, including 

right beliefs about God and holy living before God.  John goes being born again in John 3 as he is talking to 

Nicodemus, the religious leader.  We were born once physically and if we come to Christ, we are reborn 

spiritually.  If we are reborn spiritually there will be sure signs, birthmarks, if you will.  John maps that out in 

these verses. 

 

1. Those Who are Born Again Believe and Are Becoming More Like Christ (1 John 5:1-5) 

a. The reborn have an obvious love for the Father and the family of God. (vv. 1-2) 

b. The reborn obey God’s commands (vv. 2-3) 

c. The reborn strive to overcome the world (vv. 4-5) 

 

Romans 8:29-30 “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  And those whom he predestined he also called, and 

those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” 

 

11.Those Who Are Born Again Benefit From Witnesses (1 John 5:6-12)   Reborn believers can be certain of 

their faith in Jesus because God has provided several witnesses that testify to the divine nature of Jesus Christ.  

These witnesses give us hope and assurance that we are God’s children.  Imagine a courtroom in which an 

attorney is calling witnesses to give evidence of Jesus.  We have biblical accounts that strengthen our faith.  If 

you are born again, you too will gain faith in these accounts. 

 a. The witness of the baptism of Christ. (vv. 6-8)  The baptism of Jesus is so important that it’s 

    mentioned in all four of the Gospels (Matt 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-23; John 1:29-34). 

b. The witness of the crucifixion of Christ. (vv. 6-8)  John 19:30 records Jesus’ last words before His 

    death. “It is finished!”  Matt 27:45 shares that there was darkness across that land from noon until 

    three 0’clock.  Matt 27:51 portrays that the curtain of the sanctuary was split in two from top to 

    bottom and that there was an earthquake.  A number of Old Testament saints rose from the dead and 

    appeared to many as the first fruits of resurrection life for all who trust in Jesus (Matt 27:52-53). 

    These events led a Roman centurion to conclude, “This man really was God’s Son!” (Matt 27:54 and  

    Mark 15:39) 

 c. The witness of the Holy Spirit. (vv. 6-8)  The ministry of the Holy Spirit testified the truth about God 

    the Son. (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13) 

 

   The threefold witness of the water (baptism), blood (cross), and the Holy Spirit agree.  Jesus  

   summarized the Holy Spirit’s work in John 16:14 “He will glorify Me.” 

 

d. The witness of God the Father. (vv9-10)  John 5:37 states: “The Father who sent Me has Himself 

    testified about Me.” 



e. The witness of a saved person’s testimony. (v.10)  Romans 8:16:  “The Spirit Himself testifies 

    together with our spirit that we are God’s children.” 

 

f. The witness of eternal life. (vv. 11-12)  John mentions “the Son” seven times in verses 9-13 and “life” 

    five times in verses 11-13.  The final witness that John will use is the truth of eternal life. 

 

g. The witness of God’s Word. (v.13)  You don’t have to wonder, you can know through God’s Word. 

    Romans 10:17  “Faith comes through hearing the message and the message is the Word of Christ”. 

 

 

Is there evidence in your life that you are saved?  If not, come to Jesus! May the witnessed statements of the 

Risen Savior be your guide.  If you are saved, share these truths with everyone that you come in contact with.  

God is good and more than able to save those who seem unsavable. 

 

 


