God’s Unwavering Faithfulness
2 Corinthians 1:12-24

The Apostle Paul is defending his ministry and reliability to the Corinthian church. He had
planned to visit them twice, but plans changed. This lead some critics accusing him of being
fickle, worldly-minded, and untrustworthy. In response, Paul offers a powerful defense based
upon the unwavering faithfulness of God. This passage invites us to find our conduct,
consistency, and confidence not in human promises, but in the divine assurance that is in
Christ! God's promises are always "Yes". The challenge for this year of 2026, will you say yes
to the unwavering faithful promises of God? Have you said yes to all of God’s yes to you?
Are you saying no, maybe, or not now? Say yes to Christ!

I. The Purity of Our Conduct (vv. 12-14)

Paul begins by appealing to his clear conscience. His conduct was guided by "godly
genuineness" and the "grace of God," not by "earthly wisdom" or a hidden agenda. What does
purity of conduct look like?

1. A Pure Spiritual Morality: Paul's joy comes from the testimony of his conscience that his
interactions were transparent and genuine.

2. Actions Stirred by Grace: He emphasizes that his actions were motivated by God's grace,
which stands in stark contrast to self-serving, worldly motives.

3. An Ambition to Share in Boasting: Ultimately, he looks forward to the day when all
misunderstandings will be wiped away, and they will boast in each other in the presence of the
Lord Jesus. The word boasting in this text reminds us of the verse found in Galatians 6:14 “But
far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has
been crucified to me, and | to the world.”

Do our actions withstand examination? We should strive to live with simplicity and
genuineness, so that our conscience is a source of joy and not guilt.

Il. The Consistency of the Power of the Gospel (vv. 15-20)

The heart of Paul's defense of his changed travel plans is that his personal decisions were
never inconstant. Paul’s message, the gospel of Jesus Christ, is a message of absolute
consistency. The literal translation in this passage bears interpretation. Paul is saying that his
heart is not divided to the church of Corinth because God’s heart is not divided to the church
of Corinth! Paul wants them to say yes to God’s promises! | want you to say yes to God’s
promises! Listen to how Paul explained his situation.

1. Paul encounters claims of inconstancy: Critics suggested Paul was unreliable because he
altered his plans to visit Corinth via Macedonia. You will have critics, try to explain, but they
may not believe you. Live with the consistency of the gospel. Strive for genuineness.



2. Paul finds comfort in God’s unbreakable "Yes": Paul asserts that the message he, Silas, and
Timothy preached was not a mix of "Yes" and "No", but yes in Christ!

3. Paul’s clings to God's Promises found in Christ alone: "For no matter how many promises
God has made, they are 'Yes' in Christ. And so through him the 'Amen' is spoken by us to the
glory of God" (v. 20). The word Amen means yes, an agreement! When you yell out Amen, you
agree! The reliability of Paul's message is grounded in God's perfect truthfulness and promise-
keeping nature. A side note: Most Amens in Paul’s context always occurs after doxologies, or
hymns of praise. Paul is agreeing with God’s glory and goodness! Our faith is not based on the
shifting sands of human inconsistency but on the firm foundation of God's perfect faithfulness
in Jesus. Don’t you think God knew what you were going to do before you did it? I'm so very
thankful that God factored in my stupidity when He called me to ministry. May our actions
show the consistency of the promise of the gospel.

lll. The Confidence We Can Place in God's Spirit and Promises (vv. 21-24)

Paul concludes by reminding the Corinthians of their shared foundation and assurance in God.
This foundation is a work of God's grace, providing security and guaranteeing their future
destiny. Listen to these promises in Ephesians 3:16-19 “that according to the riches of his
glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being,
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded
in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God.” Church, that’s my desire for you! He is saying yes to
you! Say yes to Him! Why should we have this confidence in God’s Spirit and Promises?

1. God has Established and Anointed Us (v.21): It is God who makes us stand firm in Christ. He
has "anointed us" for a mission and ministry in the world.

2. God has Sealed and Guaranteed Us (v.22): God has "set his seal of ownership on us, and
put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come" (vv. 22). This spiritual
deposit assures believers of their eternal destiny and identity in God's community. Listen to
Ephesians 1:13-14 “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

3. God has Made us Partners in Joy (v. 24): Paul emphasizes his role not as a lord over their
faith, but as a "co-worker" for their joy. The goal of leadership is to build up others in their
faith and joy, not to control them. We can have confidence in our future because the Holy
Spirit living within us is God's guarantee. This assurance should motivate us to work with
others for their joy, building bridges and unity rather than conflict. Paul's explanation of his
actions turns into a profound declaration of God's character. When faced with accusations, he
pointed to the consistency of God's promises in Christ, the sincerity of his heart, and the
sealing work of the Holy Spirit. Life will bring changes in plans and human frustrations, but God



remains the same. The promises of God in Christ are always "Yes." May we live in the light of
that truth, operating by grace and trusting in His unwavering faithfulness.



