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2 Corinthians 1:1-11 
 

Why should we study 2 Corinthians this new year? 2 Corinthians teaches us profound lessons 
on finding strength in weakness through Christ, the nature of true Christian leadership as self-giving 
service, reconciliation, enduring suffering with eternal hope, and radical generosity, revealing that God 
uses our hardships for a greater purpose, transforming us to be ambassadors of Him, and that we are 
new creations in Christ. It's a book about genuine faith, moving from outward appearances to an 
inward reality, and giving everything—not just money, but our very lives—to God. It’s a book about 
repentance, renewal, and restoration!  
 

Paul begins his second letter to the church at Corinth not with a gentle greeting, but with an 

immediate focus on affliction and comfort. He uses the first eleven verses to paint a picture of 

suffering so intense that he and his companions “despaired of life itself.” They faced what they called 

"the affliction we experienced in Asia," a hardship so severe they felt they had received "the sentence 

of death" (v. 8-9). We don't know the exact nature of this suffering. Was it persecution? Sickness? A 

profound spiritual battle? Paul leaves the details vague, but the feeling is widespread. We have all 

faced our own moments in life in which the burden seems "utterly beyond our strength," where hope 

feels lost, and we wonder how we will survive. If we haven’t we will. When these moments happen, 

our immediate question is often, "Why?" Why me? Why this pain? Why now? In these verses, Paul 

gives us an answer. He assures us that our suffering is not meaningless. It is not just an unfortunate, 

random occurrence in a broken world. Instead, God is orchestrating something profound. Somehow 

some way, God is rigging our pain to comfort others for God’s glory! We see this all throughout 

scripture. Moses, Joseph, Paul, Jesus, all went through great pain to point others to Jesus! God is 

using our deepest pain to reveal His greatest power. He is transforming our suffering into His glory. 

This morning, we will explore three ways God uses our suffering for His glory, as laid out in 2 

Corinthians 1:1-11. May this ignite your New Year to live in Repentance, Renewal, and Restoration for 

Jesus Christ!  

 

1. Suffering Prepares Us to Become Instruments of Comfort (v. 3-6) 

Paul immediately shifts from the depth of his suffering to the character of God. He calls Him "the 

Father of mercies and God of all comfort" (v. 3). Notice the word "all." God's comfort is complete. It is 

sufficient for every single type of pain we might face. The key to this passage is in verse 4: "...who 

comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, 

with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God." The purpose of God comforting us 

is not just for our own relief. It has a vertical dimension (from God to us) and a horizontal dimension 

(from us to others). God is building a chain of comfort. Think about a time you walked through a dark 

valley. Perhaps you lost a loved one, faced a devastating diagnosis, or went through a painful divorce. 

During that time, who was the person who truly understood? It was likely someone who had walked 

that exact path before you. They didn't just offer vague advice; they offered genuine empathy and 



comfort born through shared experiences. “In love’s service, only wounded can serve.” - James 

Stewart. This is God's design. Your suffering gives you a unique, powerful, and credible voice to 

comfort others. The scars you bear are not just reminders of your pain; they are credentials for 

ministry. When you offer comfort, it is not merely human sympathy; it is an extension of God's own 

comfort. By becoming a vessel of His comfort, your suffering gives God glory because you 

demonstrate His character and care to a hurting world. Your mess becomes your message, and your 

test becomes your testimony. 

 

2. Suffering Proclaims that Our Self-Sufficiency is Ineffective (v. 8-9) Disease, cancer, accidents, all do 

not care how careful or thorough we may be. Our self-sufficiency apart from Christ is nothing! We 

desperately need Him! Paul continues his narrative about the affliction in Asia in verse 8, emphasizing 

how overwhelmed he was. "For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired 

of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death." (v. 8-9a) 

This is a complete breakdown of human strength. Paul wasn't just having a bad day; he had hit rock 

bottom. This kind of suffering breaks us. It shatters our illusion of control and self-sufficiency. We live 

in a culture that prizes independence and self-reliance. We are told we can do anything we put our 

minds to. In reality a fallen world often challenges our strength, intelligence, resources, and renders 

them all insufficient. This is precisely where God wants us. Look at the second half of verse 9:"But 

that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead." (v. 9b) The purpose of 

the breaking was reliance. God pushes us past our limits so that we learn to lean entirely on Him. 

When our suffering brings us to the end of ourselves, we are forced to look up. We realize that the 

only power capable of rescuing us is the power that raises the dead. The resurrection power of God is 

everyday when we are desperate and broken. When we stop trying to fix everything ourselves and 

finally surrender our burdens to God, we give Him glory. We are proclaiming to the world that our 

God is mighty, that His power is made perfect in our weakness, and that He alone is the source of all 

our hope and deliverance. 

 

3. Suffering Produces a Community of Intercessors (v. 10-11) Finally, Paul highlights the collective 

aspect of suffering and deliverance. In verses 10-11, he affirms his confidence in God’s past, present, 

and future deliverance, but he doesn’t stop there. He asks the Corinthians for their prayers: "He 

delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us... You also must help us by prayer, so 

that many may give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of 

many." (v. 10-11) Paul, a giant of the faith, did not view himself as a spiritual lone wolf. He 

understood the power of corporate prayer and the necessity of Christian community, the Church. 

When we suffer openly and honestly within the church community, it forces us to gather together, 

support each other, and pray for one another. It binds us together in shared vulnerability and shared 

hope. And here is the beautiful outcome: when God delivers us in response to the prayers of His 

people, the glory is multiplied. It is not just one person giving thanks, but "many may give thanks on 

our behalf." Our suffering gives God glory by mobilizing the Church to rely on Him together. It builds 

unity, fosters dependence on God, and multiplies gratitude in the community of faith. Our suffering in 



this life is real, heavy, and painful. We don't need to pretend it isn't. But as followers of Christ, we can 

rest in the assurance that God is working within our pain. He is turning our pain into purpose: 1. God 

prepares us to comfort others. 2. God teaches us to rely on His power alone. 3. God draws the body of 

Christ together in prayer and thanksgiving. 


